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S U bl MARY 

Oiitiiitroiiics. L L C (“Oiiii i itroiiics”), pursuant IO Section 1.401(a) of the Coininission’s 

Rtilc.s. by i ts  altorncys, Iherehy petitions Lhc Conimissioii to ainend the provisions of i t s  Part 95 

I ’c tbmdl K;idiu Sei.\ ice Rulcs for tl ic C i t i i c i i s  Band Radio Service 

( ~ ) i i i i i i i t o i t i c \  I ~ I O ~ J O ~ C ~  i11;11 i l ic C ’o i i i t i i i \ s io t i  cliatigc 11s r t i lcs  lo ( I )  pro\jidc 11i;i1 aiilliorizcci 

\ \  i i e lcbb  i i i i c i q h o i i e s  i i i  [ l ie  Cili/i.iis Biiiitl Radio Seinice (“CB Hands-Free Microphones”) may 

I h c  LI\CII \ \ t I h  ;1tiIliOii/~il CB Ii i i i2si i i i t lc i-s. ( 1 1 1  AIIO\\ i i i r t i l t i ( ; iCIt i i .CI.s to obt:iiii st:1iid-:iloiic 

cq ~ i ~ p i i i c i i t  autliori/ations for CB Hands-Free Micropliones designed and niarkctcd as af ler-  

iii;ii.ker add-ons, and ( 1 1 1 )  sct forl l i  lccli i i ical standards for C B  Hands-Free Microphones. These 

cli;iiigcs aie iiccessary because, alttiough Ihc safely benefits of hands-frce operation of vehicular 

r;iclio dcviccs arc now alinosl t i i i i \ersaI Iy  recognized. currcnl rules for the Citizcns Band Radio 

Sei-vice I‘rusiraic i l ic dcvelopii ieiir a i i d  marketing o f  this technology for thc bcnef i l  o f t h e  public 

0iiiniii.onics St ih i i i iLs  t l i i i l  ( l ie anieiidiiients i t  proposes to the Commission’s Ci t i iens Band 

R,tdio Scr\ iccs rules \ v o u l d  s c r ~ c  t l i c  ptihlic interest In parlicular, the amendments would (1)  

I:IIIIII.ILC ia i i . r  o p c i a ~ i o n  ol’C‘H I.~ICIIO ii-.liisinilleis, p a i ~ t i c ~ i l ~ i i ~ l y  by (lie loiig-hatil IINIC~<III~ 

c o i ~ i ~ ~ ~ t i n i i y  illid otliei- tiscrs tha l  ic l )  t i l~oi i  CB scin ice Ibr the i i i t i t i i a l  sharinz of crit ical 

inlui.iii;itioii oit roLid coi i i l i t io i ib,  aiid ( 2 )  iiicrciise (he  opportunities lei. compcutioii and inti-cased 

coi ist i i i icr  choice in Llic dcvelopiiient aiid dislribtlt ion o f  this potentially l i fe-saving tcchnology 
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Before the 
F E DE R A I .  CO IL1 M U N I CAT I 0 N S CO M M I SS I ON 

Washington, DC 

PETITION FOR RULEMAKING 

Oii i i i i~ronics. L L C (“Oiiiiiiti-onics”), ~ptirstiaiit to Section I .401(a) of the Coniinission’s 

Rtilcs. h y  11s attorneys, le i -cby petitions the Conimissioii to amend the provisions of i t s  Pan 95 

hi-sunal  R d i o  Scr\,icc Rulcs lor the Cit i rc i is  Band Radio Scrvice Omnitronics, located in 

C ’o i i i i c iu t .  Ohio, dccclol~s, mai i i i I jc t t i rcs  and d i s ~ i  ibutcs a range of specialized electronic 

lmducts (or ~ o i i s i i i i i ~ r s  2 n d  indus~ry The aiiiendments proposed by Omnitronics woLild 

citithui I / C  l l i c  ~iiaiitif~icttirc, sale, aiid tise 01‘ wireless iiiicroplioiics to permit Iiaiids-free operation 

of Cllltcns BLllld I-;ldlo transmlttel’s 

S l ~ x i t i c a l l y ,  Omii i tronics proposes that (lie Coinmission change i t s  rules to ( I )  provide 

t1i;it ;~t i t I io i~zcd wireless microphones iii the Citizcns Band Radio Service (“CB Hands-Free 

Lllcroplionea”) i1lay he usrd wtli rtutliui.i/ed CB traiisinittcrs, (11)  allow manufacturers to obuin 

st:l~i&i\loiic cqti ipmcnt a~ i l ho r17a l i ons  for CR Hands-Free Microphones designed and inlarltetcd as 

.II-I~I.-II~~II-IK~ add-oris, a ~ l d  ( 1 1 1 )  SL‘I rbi-ti1 leciiiiicill slaiidards for CR Hands-Free M~crophooes. 

I hcsc cl ia i ises 3i.e ineccssary bccriuse. a l t l i o t i ~ l i  the safety benetits o f  hands-free opei-ation o f  

\ clilculiii- IKIIIIU devices iiic nu\v ; i l i i iost t i i i i \crsally recognized, current rLiles for tlie Ci l i~cns  



t3,iiid K d i o  Scin ice I'rustrdtc t l ic dcvclopniei i l  and marketing of illis technology for the benefit o r  

I l l C  pllhllc 

l ~ o d a y ,  (he C' i l i /~c i is  Batid Radio S e n  ice rules ~ i ic l t tde a general prohibir ion on the 

" i c t i i o l L , "  con l ro l  of  C'B radio Lraiisiii itters by radio l ink  There IS no express exceplioii for 

\\ trclcss inici.ophoiies. \vIitcli \cere i io t  i i i  corninon Lise for any service when the rules init ial ly 

\ \ c rc  d o p i c d  I n  i i t ldi( ioi i .  IO Llie c \ l c t i l  iliitt a CB Hands-Free Microphone IS considered a n  

";~ccc';snr)" ( I C \  i cc  [or ;I CB transmiller, citrt-ctil Comtiiisstoii rules do not provide for the grant 

ol 'cqi i ipnici i t  L i t ih r i / i i [ i o i i  i ipar~  li-oiii scc'l\itip il niodilicarion to tlic eqi i tpniei i~ authorization for 

Lilt p:ii.iicda C'B t r i i i is i i i i t lcr  \\ 1111 u l i ic l i  l l ic  liaiids-free inicrophonc would be used 

Ftirilicimiorc, oiily l l ie  holdet- o f t l i e  grant ofauttioriLalion Tor the particular CB lmnsniirter to 

\ \ I i ic I i  an accessory device would be ;illached may seek an cquiprnent authorization for such an 

";icceasoi-y .' Tlicsc pro\.isions limit l l i e  availability o f  a useful potentially l i fe-saving 

lecillloloyy 

Omniii-oriics suhmirs tha l  t l ic mei id i i ients  i t  proposes to the Commission's Citizens Band 

R J ~ I O  SCI\ ICLS i n ~ t c s  \~ottld x i n c  tl ic p~ i I ) I t c  i i i ~ ~ t ~ c ' s i  lii pat-tictilat-, lliz aiiietidiiiciits \bould ( 1 )  

k i c i l i l a ~ e  safer opcralion o f  C B  radio traiisiii irlers, particularly by the long-haul trucklng 

coiiiIiiui1try illid oil ici- tiscrs iliiii iwly iipoii C'B service Tor the miitual sliaring of crit ical 

iiitoi.ni;il ioii oit ro:id coii i l i l tons, i i i i d  ( 2 )  iiicrease d ie oppot-lunities for coinpetitioii and increased 

coi ibt i t i icr  CiiotLe 111 tlic t le\zIo1~t i ic t i r  and dtsli' ibutioii of h i s  potelltially life-savilig lechnology 

1. Background 

TIIC Coriiniission's techI1ic;II rules for [lie Citizen Band Radio Service have not 

u i i c l c r y i i c  sig,tiificiitil rcvicw or suhslant icc re\)isioti since the 1960s. Over the subsequent 

decades, coi i i i i ierci i l l  mobile radio services and other services have taken over sotlie o f t h e  roles 

IIi'i1 I l ic  Cirizeiis Band service fori i ierly f i i l f i l led for soiiie segments o f  the public, but the Citizens 
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B~lirtl i r x i o  ccii i l i i i t ics 111 i e r y  ;ICII\ e use i i i  llic long-haul trucking industry. Among long-haul 

Ii-ticL i l r ivei-5. ( ’ i I i~c i i5  Baiid radio coiit i i i i ies l o  serve crucial f t incl~ons 111 faci l i tat lng 

~ ~ i i i i i i i ~ i i i i c a i l i ~ ) i i s  oil salcty iiilorniaLion. I-oati hazards. traffic conditions and other driver-critical 

i i i ror i i ia~iot i  to otl iei drivers in  tl ic i i i i i i icdinle area 

Bccatisc [ l i e  iriiles are several dccades old, some aspects of the rules reflect the technology 

01-a i i i i i c  pas1 For example.  the rulcs do not even address wireless microphones Also, the 

Coii iniission’s orders and prcaniblcs do iioi indicate h o w  some k e y  tenns were understood at the 

[ i i i i c  o f  adoption For examp le ,  tlic rules conlain a blanket proviso that only the holder of the 

q i i i p i i c i i i  . i t i t l i o i - i /~~ io i i  i l ia! sccl, c i i ihor i /c i t io i i  for ;I CB “accessory” 

i i iudi l icat ion ol ‘ i l ie cqiiipnient at11hor1zi1t1on Tor the CB transmitter itself. Nei lher the rules nor 

1112 ~pi.c;~iiible iiui. ~ I i c  Coiiiiiiissioii’s prc:inihlcs cxplai i i iny lhciii, however, expressly define what 

l ~ i i  . i cccs~o iq ”  IS I l ic irtiles t l ie~ i ise lves.  iiioreover, sugyest that the Coiiiiiiission’s conceni with 

:ind lhcn only b y  seeking 

.. 

~ S O I ~ C S ”  ~bciiscd 011 dc\  iccs iliiii alieicd t h e  po\ ier  01- c l ia rackr  or the traiisniissioiis 

i l i ~ i i i s c l v e s .  and 1101 iicms such as \\ ireless inicrophoiies that have no effect on thc transmission 

.. 

systc l l l  I t se l f  

Sii i i i lai. ly, 111 adopting llic lprovisioii forbiddiiig “reniote” operation o f a  CB radio, the 

Cniiiniission did iiot liavc llic occasion to consider wjlictlicr the concerns underlying that 

pi-o\’tSioii \\ere iniplicatctl by  a \\ ireless microphone that al lowed operation only in the 

i i i i i i ~ c d ~ i i ~ c  drivcr’ i - I-cadi v ic in i ty  olilic CB ~ransmit ler  itself The Cominissioii also did not 

co~is idcr the ptiblic sarely ; ~ d \ ~ a n i a ~ c s  of  kic~l i~ati i ig hands-free operation o f  any c o i i i n i ~ i i i ~ c a ~ i o n s  

d c ~ i ~ e  lil\cIy io he opzi~atet l  by tlic d . i w  oi‘a iiio\iiiig velilcle That concern has come to the 

l i l ic l ’ ioi l t  o d y  111 lrccciii years ;is diita has Ihcconie avail;lble 011 the restilts of widespread L I S ~  of 

l ici i icl-opci~dkd \ v i i - e I t . b ~  iclcphoiies hy ~ e l i i c l c  drivers Now, many states already have passed 

- 3 -  



s t ~ I u I c s  rcstricl i i ig driuci-s from tising cellular telephones in iiioving vehicles without “haiids- 

ii-ee” ciipabili~y 

I f  l l icsc rcstriclioiis should be cxpiiiidcd to i i ic lude all two-way radio devices i n c l u d i n ~  

( ~ B ,  l l ic  C‘oii iniiscioii ’s coiilititiiilioii o l  rcstricttoiis 011 CB wirclesh tiiici-oplioiics could li:t\c 

iid\’ci-sc e l ’ l w ~ s  011 ~pt ibI ic siilely lhe  sliainiig ofioad hazard aiid road conditiou iiitoriiiation for 

the pin>\ is1011 o f  iiititii;il secur i~y i i t i c l  i i i i i ~ t i ~ l  aid IS a u+cll-established tradit ion in  the long-haul 

~ i u c h i i i ~  coi i i t i i t int ly 1Ii:il Ikccps otir roads sale]. Oiiiiiitroiiics submits that i t  is in the p~ ib l i c  

i i i~e iest  Ibi- thc Commtssion 10 encourage that tradition, i n  which the Ciltzens Band Radio 

Sen ice plays ii ftindaiiieiital role. aiid lo peiinit tlie sharing ofsafety and road infoi ination to 

c o i i ~ i i i ~ i e  i i i  the s;ifcst possible way ~ through [lie use of wireless microphones in  the CB service 

II. Rules to Be Amended 

I~~aci l i tc i~ i i ig tltc ready a\~ai lahi l i ty  of“hands-li.ee” opcration o f  tratismittcrs in the Citizcns 

B,iiid I<;tdio Sci . \~tcc require5 the . ~ m c t i d i n e n ~  o lscct to i i  95 4 I O(n), which atldi-esses “ I e i i ~ o l e ”  

opci~i1iioii ol‘ii CB t i-aiisti i i i iei~, and Scction 0 5  607(a), wli icl i  forbids the use with C B  radio 

t t ; ~ ~ ~ s n i ~ ~ t c i ~  ol ‘ai iy “;~cccssoi-y” iiui iiicludcd, ~ v l i e ~ l i c i ~  init ial ly 01 by iiiodificatioii, in llie 

cc l~ i ip i i ic t i t  au~hori/at iot i  for Ilial 1partictiliir CB traiisrnit lcr Oinnitronics submits tha t  the 

iiccc.;s,iry inoc l i l i c~ i~ io t i s  ciiii be i11adc i i i o s l  el ’ f ic iet i~ly by addinp a definit ion of a “CB Hands- 

Ibtcc Mictophone” tlial inclucling pcriiiissible techi i~cal parameters that wou ld  avoid the prospect 

0 I’ 111 isuse 

Oni i i i~ror i ics proposes aii ietidii icnt olSection 95 41 9 of the Commission’s Rules to define 

a c‘u Hands-Frcc Microphone and lo provide that the use of a CB Hands-Free Microphone does 

inol c o i i s l i ~ t i l c  ”rciiiotc coiiirol” wil l i in l l ic  iiicaiiing o f t h e  rules The Section as proposed to be 

r l ~ ~ t c i i ~ l e t l  I S  set i‘oi.lli hc low wi l l i  t l ie aildctl laiiguage in  Section 95 419(c) tindcrlincd 

- 4  



(C'B Rule 19) M a y  I operate my CB station transmitter by remote control'! 

( a )  You may no1 opcratc a C B  station transmitter by radio remote 
coiiit-ol except by use o f a  C B  Hands-Frec Microphone "CB Hands-Fi.ee 
Microphone" incans a s i t n ~ l e x  svstem consisting of  a head-worn microphone and 
associaied tr:insmitter uii i t and a receiver unit  w i t h  a connector that is intended to 
i it lacli to the exist i i iq inicroplionc connector on  a CB transmitter The hands-free 
i i i insi i i i t tcr shall i i i c l u ~ l c  a x c e  ciclivatioii circtitt ( V O X )  that will activate a relay 
i n  the  receiver tinit when l o i c e  is present at the head worn microphone The 
rcccivc t i i i i l  shall bc dcsiq icd to activate thc relay only when the hands frec 
t ~ i s n i i i l e r  IS in i'aiiee and boice i s  present at the head-worn iii icrophone Each 
systei i i  sh~111 use a LI I I I~ IL I~  tiser code meeting the specilications outlined in sectioii 
I 5  2 14(d)  to ciisurc that thc specific C B  opei-ator only conlrols the CB transmitter 
Tl!c_~~as~~~cd transii i i ttet- s h i i l l  he I i i i i i ted to I inW (0 OQI..Watt) f inal colleclor 
~LII-I-L'III The t ~ ~ ; ~ ~ i s i ~ ~ ~ t t c ~ ~  s l i a l l  hc dcsiyiietl 1 0  ineel  oi exceed the specifications o f  
Part 15. ~- s~h~citicallv Inclut l lnq I 5  249 

(13) You may oper;itc ,i CB t ransni i l te i -  by wireli i ic rcmotc coi i trol i f  

y o t i  ohlain specific appro\al in m i - i t i i i s  from l l ic  FCC To obtain FCC approval, 
you i i i t i s l  show \Lhy y o ~ i  iiccd to operate your station by wirel ine reniote conlrol.  
I f k o ~ i  i ~ c c c i ~ c  FCC' approval, you ini t isi  kecp [he approval as part ofyour station 
rccurds See CB Rule 27, 4 95 427 

(c) Reiiioie coti lrol means operation o f a  CB transmitter f rom any 
place other ~ h a n  the localion o f  the CB traiisinittcr. Direct  mechanical control or 
t l i t cc l  cIec~r icaI  coiitrol by \\ire fro111 some point oii the sanic preiriises, craft or 
vehicle as the  C'B transmiiler is not considcred reniote control. Control  o f  a CB 
~rai is i i i i l ier  by a C B  Hands-Free Microphone i s  not considered rcniole control 

The lproposed iunendineiit would not coiitr;ivciie [lie pol icy or  purpose of the original rule 

Scciioii 05 41 g(c) .iitcady t x c i i i p t s  I'roni [ l ie  dcl ini t ion ol'"remote c o n ~ r o l "  t l ie "[dlirecl 

i i ~ c c h i ~ i i i c i i l  cotiirol ot-dii.ect eleclriciil control Ihy wire fro111 some point  on tl ie same prcmises. 

ct-;11'1 or \c I l i c Ic  as  i l i c  C'B i t -ansi i i i~tcr"  47 C F R $ 0 5  419 As discussed below, thc proposed 

clcl i i i i t ion oT"CB I lantls-Flee h l i c r~~pho i i e "  spcci lies paran~clers that cffect ively l imit the conlrol 

oi i h c  ('B i r ~ ~ i s i i i i t i c i ~  io i l i e  i i i imcdia~e v i c i n i l y  o f t h e  CB lransinrttcr,~ust as would be the case i f  

it cIiirccI wired electrical conlrol ivcrc iised 

Sectioii 05.007 also ~\.ot i ld hc amended to provide for the stand-alone authorization of CB 

Haiids-Frcc Microphones by cxeiiiptiiig C'B Hands-Free Microphones rroin the prohibit ion oil 



l l i c  atlditioii of a n y  accessory or t lcv icc iiot spccificd i n  the application for certification and 

,iiitIioii/ed h)  the FCC i i i  yranti i iy the ccrtiliciition. A s  amended, Section 95.607 would read as 

lOIlO\\ 5.  \\ It11 l l l C  ‘Itltlcd langllagc Lliltlcl-lIIlcti 

(‘I3 t i c i i i i i i i i i t c i  i i io i l i l ica~ioi i  Oiily ilic Iioldcr o f t h c  grant o f a t ~ t l l o r ~ ~ , t t ~ o ~ l  o f t l i c  
pai~ticti l . i i~ cci.t if icalcd CB traiisiiiittcr may makc the modifications pcrniitted under 
tlic 1x01 i s i o i i i  for ccrti l icalioii (see Part 2 oftliis chapter) No grantee shall makc 
a n )  ol‘tlie Ibllowiny inoditicatioiis IO ihc Iransiiiitter without prior writ ten 
pei‘missioii from thc FCC (Federal Conimtinications Commission): 

( a )  The ndtlitioii of  aiiy accessory or device not specificd i r i  (he 
applicalioii lor  cert i l icat ioi i  and a t i h r u e d  by the FCC in  granting the 
ccrl i  licdtioii, other Ihan a PemiiUcd CB Accessory A “Pennittcd C B  Accessory” 
I S  a i l cv i ce  thii[ ( I )  does not  coiiiiccl to an i i i tenial circuit  point  on a CB 
i ia i is i i i i i le i ’ ,  but coiinccIs onlv o a circuit point broucht out to a n  cxistinr: external 
coiiiiector b y  the iii;iiiLifacItirer; ( 1 1 )  docs not iiicrease the radiofreqiieiicy output 
PO\~CTOI‘;I CB transmitter, and ( 1 1 1 )  docs not came the CB transmitter to opcrale 
on.!iiv iiidio ll.eqticiicy 1101 specil ied i n  CB Rule 7 and ( I \ )  docs not otherwisc 
i io la le  the nro\isions o f th i s  Subpar-l D. A C B  Hands-Free Microphone I S  a 
Pel-mittcd Accessorv 

(b) The addi l io i i  ol‘any s\vIlch, coi i i lol  OI‘ cxtcl-lial conliectlon &g 
Ilim rl C B H.iiidi-klee Microphoiie. 

I I icsr: cl iaiigcs c l i i i  i ry that t l ic dcl ini t ioi i  o1.a pi-ohibited “accessory or device” does not include a 

C‘D H;liids-Free Microplioiie and i l ia l  a CB Hands-Free Microphone I S  not otherwise prohihiled 

by iuhsectioii (11) 

This cli;insc also does 1101 coiitravciic the apparent purposes o f  Section 05 607 The 

pciicral tlcscriptioii ot‘“accessory” i n  Section 0 5  607 I S  broad enough to enconipass a CB 

~ v i ~ ~ e l c s s  microphoric The rules for the Cltlrens Band Radio Service and particLilarly thc 

reI;.rcnccs to “;icccsso~.~es” wi t l i i i i  rhc i i i ,  iiidlcate h a t  the Cominisslon was concerned orily wlth 

IIIOSC -.KUXOI-~” dcvlccs h t  (I) coiiiiccl to aii interrial circuit point 011 a CB transmitter rather 

di.tii 10 ;I c i r c i i i t  poiill hi.otiylll v ~ i l  lo an cx i s l i ng  cxtei-iial coiineclor by the manufacturer, 

( 1 1 )  iiiii.cIi\c Llii‘ iai l iul l -cqt ici icy o u t p i i l  i p t i ~ c r o T a  CB transinitlei-, or  ( i i i )  cause ihc CB 

- 6 -  



~i-:iiisiiii~tcr 10 opcratc oii any radio li-cquciicy not specified iii C B  Rulc 7. ’  Indeed, certain ofthe 

c \ i s l i i i s  rules appear lo coiitemp1:ite [ha t  other dcviccs fitting generally iv i t l i in the temi 

“;IcccssorIL‘s” could be added.’ 

Tl ic  (’oiiiinisrioii can e ~ e i i i p l  CB tlaiids-Fi-cc Microphones from the definition of 

“ I ~ c c c ~ m - ~ ~ ~ ~ ”  i i i  Scc l i o i i  0 5  007. hi-ouyli d ie  p i -opos~d geiicral tlcfiii itioii of Pcririittcd CB 

4.. c ~ c a i o i y  .. oi- ii speci l ic  eueiiiprioii, oi botl i  These chaiiges illso would remove CB Hands-Free 

I\.licroplioiics t io i i i  [ l ie category ofadd-oi i  equipment that is pemiissible only if thc FCC has 

gr;iiileci 311 cquipi i icnl aulhorizatioii coverinS the accessory as part o f  a n  initial or modified 

ecltiipiiiriit autlioriratioii for (tic spccific CB rransiiiitter for which i t  is to be used Because a CB 

Hands-Frec Microplionc \votiId hc an “i i i lei it ioiial radiator” uiidci- the Commission’s Part 15 

rule). equipiiiciit ~ i t i thor i~a~io i i  still \wuld he rcquired, but any riianufaclurer with a complying 

piodticr could seck the authorization, apart from any specific C B  Lransniitter with which the 

dc\ ICC ~ 1 1 1  bc t i ~ d  
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111. The Proposed Rule Changes Would Serve the Public Interest 

The I-t i le changes proposcd i n  th is  petitioii would increase the ut i l i ty  o f C B  radios wlthout 

c i c ~ ~ l i i ~ g  ;illy addit ional risk ofi i i ier lerei icc or violation of the stihslanttve policies underlyins the 

C'ominission's rulcs The proposed changes are d e s i y c d  spccif ical ly to avoid potenllal 

t l i l ' l i c i i l ~ i cs  that iiiighl be caused b y  other approaches to hands-frce operation o f  a CB radio 

Fi1-51, Taci l i la l in~ the availability o f  hands-Cree wircIcss C B  microphones through stand- 

i i lo i ic  eq i i i p i i i c i i t  :ititIi~~i~i7;1tioiis i i idcpei idcn~ ol'any specific CB transmitter would enhance the 

piihlic sali.iy a i id  uclTarc l l ic  cliaiiycs \\ i l l  iiicre;~sc the ut i l i ty  o f C B  radios Tor their users As 

tioied ;~ho\ e ,  l l ieis ;IIW sigi i i l icai i t  coiiceims that use of hand-held coninitinications devices whi le 

c1i.11 1112 i i ic i~c:rxs l l ic  risks for both 11ic di-ivcr and others on the road 

atlupi legislation p r~ l i i b i t i i i ~ :  use orsuch devices Hands-Tree operatioii enhances road safely not 

oi i ly Tor the uscrs o r t h c  dcvicc, bui for iliose whom the user niay encounter when dr iv ing 

I\loi-wvcr, 10 [ l ie  exlenl [hat restrictioiis oii the use of hand-held devices become more cominon, 

pemiirt ing haiids-free headsets niay be the only way to cnsure that CB users can continue to use 

t l lcl i- i.aii I os 

Indeed, there i s  a trend to 

The ainsritiinents proposed in  this petition also are designed to ciistire that hands-free 

dc\)iccs arc noi used 10 evade the t i i idcrlying pi-inciples o l t h e  rules. In particular, Omnitronics 

I u s  ~ p ~ ~ p o s c c l  ih:it only s i i np lex  opei-:rtiotis 

r i~d io 

tI1,ii a uscr \\auld have io b e  \v i i I i i i i  carshot or the  CB radio's spealters 10 iiiakc pi-actical tise o r a  

h i i t  is. t laiisi i i ission f rom ( l ie headset to thc C B  

Lx ~ ) e i - i i i i t ~ c ~ I  and thai  the power l i i i i i t  hc sc l  al 1 tnW Tliesc rcquireiiieiits would iiiean 

I I C ~ ~ ~ ~ I  TIIIS r ~ ~ ~ ) ~ t 1 5  l l l e  p o ~ ~ h ~ l ~ t y  that d I~cadsci  uscr would altempt to set up a relay sysrern, 10 

use the i-i~clio 21s a11 iiitcrconi, or usc i t  i n  soiiic other way than interided by the Commission's 

hiisic CB policies 
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l-hc dcliii itioii o f  il C'B I Icliids-Fi.cc Micropl ione as proposed generally fo l lows tlie 

I i i i i i l i t i ~ o i i s  iii Szcl ioi i  I 5  2.1'1 Tor P'irt I 5  dcviccs operating iii i l iose bands most suitable l o r  ihe 

('U I I,lnds-t'rcc hl iciophonc and oilier si i i i i l i~r tiscs. Thus, the CB Hands-Free Microphone 

\ \  i)t i IcI 3pc1i i tc tii itlci I ~~ I I~C~IOI IS  :ili~cLidy tic~ci-i i i i i ied 1 0  be su f t i c i cn~  10 avoid inicrferencc 10  olliei- 

1prc1i-11111 i i sc is  The pcriiiissiblc ~po\\cr Tor CB Hands-Free Microphones, Iiowcvcr, would bc 

i c l d  to il cc i l i i i 3  we l l  bclow that geiiei-ally applicable lo Part 15 devices to enstire operatioii only 

\ x ~ i ~ I i i i i  or i i i i i i iedialely adjacciit to the i e l i i c l c  i n  which tlie C B  traiisiiiitter IS installcd. 

Motcovei-, there I S  110 val id re:ison to require I l i a 1  only the C B  Lransmitter manufacturer 

h c  able I O  ohrain an eqtitpiiieni auhoriratioii to cover a CB wirelcss niierophonc or to require 

Ihcil l l ic  autIioi.iratioii hc gan lcd  only as a modif icat ion lo tlie equipment authorization for a 

spcci tic CB Ir,tiisiiiiller S incc tlic adopiion of rules for the Citizens Band Radio Service, CB 

11~111sii i i i tcr iii,iiiiif;ic~iirers hy i i i id lai-gc lii i\.c sraiitlardized the ~i se  of opeii external connectors 10 

L~ l lo \ \  ('B i i i icropl io i ics IO c o i i i i c c ~  \\uIli [ l ie  C'B traiisiiiitter No iiilernal coiincction or  

tiiodt l icat io i i  1 5  iicccrsary 11) atltl ;I i i i icroplioiie to any modern C B  iraiisinitter Afler-markel 

s u b s ~ i t t i t e  01 replacciiiciit ii i icroplioiics, whcther \yired or wireless, cannot afrect the transmission 

cliaractcrislics o f t h e  C B  transiiiitler, iiiid [lie requireiiienls for CB transmitters thcmsclvcs 

i i icludc provisioi i  to ciistire they w i l l  not 

FurtIieri1ioi.e. coiiceii is with (tie trai isi i i i i t i i lg keying policies - pruicipally that the 

i r i i i i s ~ i i ~ i ~ c r  not bc Ikcyed io or lcfl i11 l l i c  "on" posilioii when no inessage is being traiismitted ~ 

ca i i  be addressed througli spccitic reqLiireiiieiits for obtainins aii equipnieiit atithorij.ation for thc 

( 'H H~iiids-l:i-ec blici-oplioiic i tscl f  Indecd, becausc 3 CB Hands-Free M~crophone would require 

11s o\\ 11 c q i i i ~ ~ i i i e i i L  ati11iorij.a~ioii. t l i e  C'oiiiniission wotild have far tilore control over i t s  design 

~ I i i c I  opc1~i( ioi1 t l ia i i  o\'ci. after-marhcl st ihst i t~ite and replacenieni CB wired inicropliones or other 

. i) . 



;icld-oii dcviccs tl ial do iiot iise radiofrcquciicy eiicrgy iii h e i r  operation As the Cornmlsslon I S  

a\\iire, afcr- i i iar l te l  CB wircd iiiicrophones are ubiquitous, and there IS no reported instance 111 

which tlic Coiiimtssioii lias suggested tha l  wired CB iiiicrophones have contravened any of its 

irtilcs I i i i -  I l ic C'i l irci is Baiitl Radio Scrvicc 

'lHiti6, l l icre di'e slrong recisoils Lo encourage l l ic  avai lahi l i ly of Ii;lnds-fi.ee CB 

Lccliiioloyics li-om i i i i i l t ip le  sotiiccs a i d  iii iniany variations. Iiidecd, coi i ipeti l lon in provision of 

lh;iiids-I'rcc dc \  ices LIS alici--iiiai-l;et p iod t i c~s  \voti1d pi.ovide coiisuiiiers w i th  increascd choices 

r t i ~ d  IO\VL.I- lii.iccs 

attlhoriz:itioii or t o  i-eqtiire llicsc de\.ices to he approvcd for use only  with a specific CB 

11-itiisiiiillcr, however, ~ l o u l d  icslrict coi i ipct i t ion lor iio reason Also, iiot al l  manuracturers of 

CH Iransiiii l lcrs wotild enter the market for CB Hands-Free Microphones, and those who did 

ei i ic i  into the iiiarkct might i iot find i t  cos(-efficicnt to seek an eqtiipinent authorization to add 

Ii;iiida-free capability for disconliiiuetl models TIILIS, restricting el ig ib i l i ty  to CB tratisinittcr 

i i i i i i i t i lxr t i icrs on a traiisiiiitter-speciCic basis would greally i-cstrict the avai labi l i ty to the public 

ol' poteiilially I i  I&s;r\iii% ~ c c l i i i o l o ~ y  Accordingly, Oini i i t ronics submits that eqtiipnieiil 

~ t i t l i o i . i ~ a l i o n  Ibi- C'B 1 Iaiit ls-FIee Mictophoiics ncccssarily should be available on a stand-alonc 

b;I\l, 

I o  :illow only Lhc CB transmitter iiianufilcturcr to obtain a i l  equipment 
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